Synthesis of Leubethanol derivatives and evaluation against Mycobacterium tuberculosis.
Twenty-five derivatives of the natural diterpene leubethanol, including several potential pro-drugs, with changes in the functionality of the aliphatic chain or modifications of the phenolic group, were synthesized and tested in vitro by the MABA technique for their activity against the H37Rv strain of Mycobacterium tuberculosis. Several compounds showed antimycobacterial potencies similar to that of the lead compound and two of them displayed higher selectivity indexes.